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imaginary conception of honour they found out the
truth. It would seem that peoples must needs go
through years, tenj of years, of hard suffering before
they see the truth. Goring, whatever happened, took
no notice of these things, Behind this threatening
flood he saw but the enemy. Before him were French-
men, Englishmen, and Americans who had to be
destroyed, or, to use his pet word, (rooted out.' In
recognition of his truly military attitude he was given
the Pour-le-merite order.

This order was the highest distinction conferred by
the German Kaiser. In May 1918 Goring's name was
officially published on the list of the foremost German
airmen.

About Goring's Pour-le-merite order there are many
tales going round. Dr. Otto Strasser, the former
fellow-worker with Hitler and Goring, maintains that
he was told by the crack German flyer, Ernst Udet,
that Goring got this order by a trick.

In an interview Dr. Otto Strasser made the following
statement to the present writer :

" The reproaches made against Goring for the way
in which he got his Pour-le-merite are known of in all
German flying centres. However, it is not a question
here so much of a trick as of a clever bookkeeping
manipulation. The enemy airmen shot down, when
it could not be settled for certain who brought them
down, were divided up usually among the two or three
German flyers who for the given case were in question ;
or if this was impossible they were allotted to the
squadron as a whole. Goring brought in a new way
of bookkeeping : he had the doubtful shots set down